th . 4 *. or PocBfeontae Couut, AsrieuUur. ... *. c-< P"»» * ^ 


travel .as difficult and transportation f.ciliii« 


••rly ••tU»r» . Becauee 
9%rm ata^tr, the eettlere were compelled to be eelf- supporting or self- sustaibning 


The cosing of the Greenbrier Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 
r.nning through Pocahontas County, and connecting with the Western Maryland Railway 
x\ Durbin , and the hard surfaced roads that pass through Pocahontas County, with 
all its rock based secondary roads , has made ingress and egress , free and 

litatire for economic and social science of the business men of the adjoining 
.'r-ntiea of West Virginia; The establishment of the County lines have brought about 
:v: restriction of trade relations between the Counties that have common lines 


• tr. Pocaeonta County. Highland , and Bath, Counties of the State of Virginia are 

l 

:: - ,out or border Counties , but trade relatione exiat between the above named 

::r; ring Counties of Virginia , with the sane degree of Social Economy • 

«. *:t- Greenbrier , Webster, Rand&lph and Pendleton Counties of West Virginia; 

«BT«r ,the trade relations between Bbeahontas County and the bordering 

of Virginia are subject to the State laws of each State , and each adjoining 

Ccur.ty ,in trade relations .observe the civil laws of their neighbor States. 

k\ the present time Pocahonta s County .formes a part of an economical whole, 

‘ tally related to all ite adjoining Counties , especially in that part 

' • '• * P* rt » in t0 nnd treats of that portion of hunan activitywhich is 

• f'-el with earning a living and trade relatione. 1 



I 



r j^er. Bustard next neighbor lived on the farm wnero —w 
, , v p s, Their first church was built of logs after the Civil 

- t , RS since been replaced by a nice frame building. 

Copied from the church records: 

•Baxter Presbyterian Church built < 

♦■o the service of Almighty God, on 

toe » service by Rev. Charles C. K. See. Te,t 127 Fsal». part of the 
first verse. Sy order 'of the C-reenbrIer Presbyterian this church .as 
organized by lohn C. Barr, Slat day of August, 1859, with sixteen -embers 
fro- Liberty Church as follows: Robert D. McCutchan, Robery Curry, Ruling 
Elders; Elizabeth KcCutchan;Nsncy McLaughlin; Samuel McCutchan, Christine 
- ane XcCutchan; Elizabeth Curry; Caroline Nottingham; Nancy KcCutchan, 

Vatilda Craig; Caroline Warwick; John B. McCutchan; Robert R. McCutchan/ 

McCutchan." 

C. Barr; Rev. R. P, Kennedy 


of 1858, dedicated 
Au-ust 1858, dedication 


7. ill lam KcCutchan; 

Pastors who have served the church: Rev. J 


A H. Hamilton; Rev. J. h. McCown; Rev. Wm. Price 


?ev. Y . C. Dunlap; Rev 
Rev. E. P: Alexander; Rev. R. M. Caldwell; Rev. H. W, McLaughlin; Rev 


' . .. Fultz; Re. Bain; Rev. J. S. Kennison, Rev. D. M. Monroe 


7h«* serinary students who have endeared themselves by their faith' 
f .1 v'.ce to many of God's people and helped many to become children 

? -* *: don, are ,P.ev. J. V. McCall; Rev. A. D. Watkins; Rev. Lewis 

\ ' ' 

n a missionary in China; Rev. Marion Sydenstricker, now a 

stationary in Brazil. 

' * irch h«>n one outpost at McLaughlin school house which has 
' • *- - ■ p rn t the church, two deacons, and _ 
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nurch during the Civil War camped in this nice new churcn 
M en so comfortably furnished, and left It a wreck for many 


r‘ 1990 and 1891 under the leadership of Rev. V. H. aller.gee 

Episcopal Church, South was built. It was dedicated in August 
vy - T J. Young. Trustees were William H. Cackley, J acob xay > 
v ! or e’and s! K. We. The Lewisburg District Conference met at 

U- e ■ • • 

this church at that time. 

. n* flrlt school at Wore was taught at the Chesley Moore House. 

The first school on the McLaughlin neighborhood was taught by Jacob C. 
vclaushliu, near present location. He was later called to war and killed 
at the battle of Cedar creek in 1864. The schoolhouse was destroyed, and 
on. term of school was taugrf in an old house on what is known as the 

_ 11 h- 'nn-rnenter now lives. A school building of rough 


was the first teacher. * 

tun.-.ore is noted for its fine mineral springs. The Lithia 

-* T >r.inr favor for its purity and the analysis shows this sp: 

•’ ■ , '.*r to the famoxis Eureka Springs in Arkansas. 

valuable white pine invited many lumberman. The first 

. ..ht to ^octhontss county was located on Thomas Creek. The 

b " 6r tb * honor of th0 transportation of this railroad f 
■irflnia. » lar*. portion or th . luBber w „ flo , ted ou( . of ^ 

reek into the hreanbrl^r Rlv«r» imd «« a - o_ 


junnit* s. wn*y 

Clover Liok. W. Va. 
Feb. 16. 1**0 



. Th . ..ttl.r. .ho .... into Foo.honta. from 1840 to 1860 -.re pf the .erne type «. 
t„. eerll.r on.. -1th the eio.ptlon of t-o .mall nationality group.. Th. Irish name 
during th. potato famine in Ireland. Among the Irish -ho oame -ere the Cloonans, 
Bullions and Conways. Some Irish, of oourse, had oome before this time. 

I con find no census of nationality groups and I believe none was kept, as the 
groups were not overly large, and they soon lost their racial integrity by 
intermarriage, or they moved on elsewhere and did not settle in nationality groups 
for long, if at all.* 


THE DUTCH BOTTOM SETTLEMENT IN THE 1840’s 

The Before church was established as the church of the Netherlands. Naturally there 

I > 

were many who protested against a move to mix the church and state. Pearl Euck in 
her book "The Exile" says there were 300 in the band in which hei 1 people sailed for 
Axerica. They came to Pennsylvania to settle on land purchased by paper, but which 
turned cut to be swamp land on which they could not even hope to exist. Many of 
V-e= went back to the cities. About 100 of them came on south into what is now 
Focehcntaa County. 


T " :,C<J la County was purchased from Paul KcNeel by Rev. William Schimme: 

•'.rr cf Sew fork. This land was on the Williams River and the place was known as 

hctui after it. settlement. This land was a high-level, fertile plain, free 
' There were wild mountains all around them. Upon this land stood great 

-r.h.4 .round th.m. though not ho.til., th.y -or. t. rrlfylo£ 

“ “* *'" 1 h * rd “ - f °- “•» hy-br.d „„ .nd -o B .„ „ 

— tw - ° r • w r* —. r** - ^ 

--.4 - MM- U th... fir.t t-o y„r.. ^ ta ^ 

«*e siaUWr, who *•» their leader, died. * 

n r- **'■ ~—• ,Mur * **. . 

. u . 
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Dutch Bottom Settlement - oont'd 
oitiien*. 

' * 

I\irinc the winter'of 1858 this small company of about 60 persons disbanded* 

Crops had not teen good, and the men realising they knew so little about farming, 
and their inability to endure the hardships of pioneer life in Pocahontas, wanted 
to move to some town to go into some business there* 

Among those who remained in Pocahontas were the Stultings (Pearl Bucks grand- 
parents} and the Van Reenans, of which there are many in the county today* 

The Stultings built their new house on the edge of the English settlement of 
Eillsboro in Little Levels. 

Vost of the Van Reenans today live on the Story Creek section of the County in 
Edray Wstriot* 


L/AAAI 


Pocahontas Times - April 27, 1939 
History of Poca. - Price 

tor!*, th... tmo decades 1840 - 1860 me did not get eo «ny eettlere me the meet 
**’ being ..tiled at that tine and people paeeed on over going farther meat. So 
■an), of our cam people, eep.ol.lly from little Level., al, 0 „oved on. There are < 
-«T Beard., C.lll.on., Po.g... Bill,, Gay., Bridge,. and ^ 

e0U ” tl, 10 1* -a. often oall.d -little Virginia* 

.1.. ..at to Ohio and Indiana. In 1 840 th. population of Pooahontm. ... 
».m and 1. l.«0 only J..66 an inore... „ f only 1>0J6 

Calvin Price 

History of Pooa. - Prioe 

a and Prenoh. 

ZT ^ " ** Pr, “ r,,, ^ ^ *"** - «*• »>». ‘he Oer™„ 

• « ..... i. up-par and tt . d.otoh . ^ ^ ^ 

6U ,U t l0n ‘ r * ml ° netIona11ty 6roup 


w 



CHAPTER 4 SECTION 4b - QUESTIONS 
POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
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JP , a l810 to I860 far,* in th. county increased in number, tut 

ting this period 1810 thousand. 

J The original land holders who had owned, 

l.-"‘ 10 Th ' 6 , , t0 . .u «( portion, of th.lr 

began to divide them among their heirs, o H •> 

ef .ere. ^ that her people, the 

. Vrs, L. V. Coyner here at Clover Lick 

east estate, vrs. . that the land 

, . , loit a lot of their land by going on bonds or no , 

*.....o... , r «.—- 

T-nv of th. Una owner, of th. county. for in going through their wlU. 

of «, - - -«-—-■ :::r 

•After th... larg. fern, or plantations ware divided the >«»*• fans 

tta Hevenar ..tat. in Sr.anhert Bi.trict radios undivided. of th. aetate. 

P.as.d ca.plet.iy ont of th. hand, of th. heir, of the original owner.. 

-he.e people, of course, traded with each other to aoce extent. Bartering wa. 
iMt in Pocahonta. a. el.ewhere. Wort. howav.r, was th. one thing they trad.d dost 
; ith Mck other, for wort was the one thing needed most to turn the wildernos- — 


far., and to erect their log hou.e.. Whan a ™n had a hou.a to huild or a field to 
b. cleared, all the n.ighhor. helped him and he in turn helped them. *Io| rolling." 
and -he. raising." got arnch wort don. and also gave a chance for social contact 
cnly for the men but for the women who got together and prepared the feast. 

:> , 3 thar- were the "husking bees" and "quilting parties", all of which probably 
.v' in « ear:ce that night. *ork not exchanged was paid for with produce instead 
.? • rary. (These will be taken up more in Chapter 5) 

V,*r cattle, horses and sheep were sold to Lancaster, Fa., to Philadelphia, 
f«, H-r-'-nd, Staunton and Winchester. Richmond especially was an excellent 
am. • , r >.■ c«s. The settlers wwjld load up their paok horses with furs, hides , 

•• «c '** .»»• ailed deer saddle, a little leather, some few (persons took a small 

a- -• * ef \■. * eo. T»^y would go anrosa the mountain, cell, or exchange their 
4*«4» **r lead, a little eager end a llttla oloth. though moet of the doth was made 
el turn*. Their peek Korea# were alee sold. 


Celwln Price 




. c ' Pe*® !• 

® C m.ty _Ch» 4 Section 4a - = 

>'•*'' y " ' “ HUtorj of KHiiliS 

Jj 

' x, »« —» 1 “ iiylng here rtthout faB ili... -.n*. ana Seivell 

, ,rlin ‘" d ::: i « 4 not bothar to ta*, UU. *° th. land upon which bhey 
“ f “* 5 “’ i ‘ 1 h d the fir* 6 o at keying the hand at thie place and claims It a. 

1S ” d ' :l «e ... aaapactad and the e.ttlene .ho ca.. in — up Pnic 

“• ~ 6 „ eel But It le on the l*wie euvvey that .oet of the to™ of -Union 1. 

^ end heet title In Weet Virginia. The etunp of the old corner cat 

, atm«., «.-* - 

5 "’ r ‘. it kn0 .„ that under the Albany treaty of 1722, white people had no right to eur- 

on the ...tem .atere-that i. Kieeiesippi drainage-in 1751. 

However, Lewi, and other, had a plan to colonic. the Greenbrie. Valley hnder t he 
ef the Greenbrier Company, and thie company fooled the King and Council into belie,- 
in t the Greenbrier flowed into t he Canes River. Under thie pretense, a charter was giv¬ 
en to take up for eettlenent a hundred thousand, acres of land in the Greenbrier country. 

Ko. the question naturally arises why did not Andre. Lewis go further and include in 
ti , rjrTey the fine bottom lands of t he Fair Ground and adjoining farms. It is believed 
that Jacob l'arlin laid claim to that part of the bottom for his own. The only basis for 
tbia belief ia that twenty-five years later Lawrence Drinncn had his fort on the present 
Telr Grounds end hia wife was Sallie, a daughter of Jacob Marlin. 

Aa toon aa Lewie and others began to survey out land on the Greenbrier River, the 
* . jgh the Long Ho> se ofthe Six Rations began to send word to London about the 
r . r,f -.r., treaty of 1722. Orders of the King and Council did not keep the Scotch- 
t.ki they »erely left their surveying tools at home. We know that Jacob Warwick's 
... r.:it!*th G nlap Sltllngton, was living at 1'arlinton in 1765. They wrote a letter 
« • • f.e folk in I re lend. The letter was from Croenbrier. The king got suspicious of 

e .. I.{U* of the laid that lay north and west or Cowpasture River. According to 
tu % **• It «*o Id lave teen limited to the Allegheney Mountains for ite western boundary 
la if MMUse eettl.ra who had come In here had atirrad up trouble with the Indiana 
•* 4 .tarted the fremeh and ladle* far. After they had.klll.d Braddock, the Indians 

'"•'■•nr of 




I lid 



pottom and killed and captured IB persona 
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This was August 12, 1755, 


'■ b „ her, ih . hind of f o rt dLd Tert »r..n t ri.r J-t h.fer. -d tft- 

r„ hut he h.* t.k.n »» mdi« «*.«.» at t hi. pl.c. and .arched the. 


_ D inwiddle on the eastern side of the Alleghenej. 
rp pin ally four years after Virginia had become an independent state and called her- 
r f -a, Commonwealth of Virginia, Lewis got his deed. Thomas Jefferson, uovernor, 

r" 


had made composition with the commonwealth by the paying of two ahill- 


citing that Lewis 
in^i, he was given a grant or deed for 480 acres 


of land at the mouth of Weings(knob) 




Creel by virtu, of a survey made Oct. 11, 1751. This deed was given June 2, 1780. The 
devolution had been about won by that time. The generals delay in proving up his land 
can easily be accounted for by the fact that he was bust with the affairs of the 
Trench and Indian War and he had been detained as a prisoner of war in Canada. 

He came back from Canada in broken health in 1780, leaving a will by which he gage 

• t 450 acres at Marlins Bottom to his son John Lewis. * John Lewis didd the next year 
leaving the lend to four of his children, Charles, Samuel, Andrew and Eliza. They in 
turn »cld it to Jacob Warwick and Warwick signed the title bond to William Poage Jr. as 

* «rriage portion. Poage was a Major in the war of 1812. He was one of the charter 

'- nr* ef the court that formed Pocahontas County, and was shefiff of the county. He 

- *i .r 1-27 leaving the land to two of his children, Woods Poage and Margaret Poage 
(ltrs. Jaeea A. Prica). 

r.-.« r.ait sore in title was that Wooda Poage sold his half of the land to his brothw 
>-L. A. Price, this E .v. the Prices 2,211 acres in and around Marlins Bottom. 

* r “ iricm ,old th * Wot>d ■ Po “K e furm t0 Dr. Ceorge B. Moffett, who in turn sold 
U i# Hufh k ' CUu *hlln. When the town .its was proposed in 1891 as the la.t 

- «*. «~™. i„. ml . th . of t followlng f , r , oMt 

" 1 “"' “• ..> A. «. ucuueku., Prlc ._ 

•• *'*«•. Jams N. Pries and Uri Oay. 

..“ "»>««« *.W.v Hu„ ltr . rtu . . 

"** M ‘*»» werw the naaraat .torn. 

llu. kook by Andr.w frioo 
rv,..P^.Ho«la. T1...--D.C. lm 


HI 
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I ?r Decrcb* r *in^>oxh making snow fpi/ .. ,, 

e il» naking it the winter of the big snow. 

»U* “ « th< £r0Un,1 t0 tHe d 'P th ° r *»r.. feet „r mors, Colonel Jehu T. KcCra. of 

H»“ Md. • Ti»it to thi " county and purchassd the farms lemon • a Marlins Bottom for 

»" Th ' ° f th ° P 0Btoffice had beon changed in 1887 from Marlins Bottom 

... ysrUnton. Mrs. Janls B. Stylos, a Maryland lady, was instrumental in bringing about 
tie change. Sh. objected to the'word Bottom as not being a nio. word. The old time.. 

"" horrifi ' 4 » h8n th0 * f °™ 4 *>■“■“« bad been changed, tut the harm had been done and 
U1 appeal to congress failed to undo the harm. Mr. Styles soon afterwards mooed away 
ts*a the left ua christened with a new name. 

The purchase of the town site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimation that the 
reeplt had of the proposedrrailway developments. The plan was that the Camden System of 
ni.roeis was to extend up Williams River, across the divide at the head of Stony Creek 
*--i to I’trlinton. It was a part of the plan that the Chesapeake and Ohio would build 
“ m.r.ion from Hot Springs to y a rlinton to connect with the Camden. The railroad was 
-u*. a*. -.hat time because of e money panic which came to the county. Colonel Mc- 
'* r*i invested largely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger ceased to try to 
-V-in this county and develop it w th a railroad. His attention was 

** * *• r -*tural route for a railroad up Greenbrier River. He had 

t . H survey made from 

** *° *X*"*rt at a coat of $10,000, and it was on this location that the rail- 
*“ ereerda bagun in 1899 and finished in 1901. 

’ r HarllntOB was laid off in town lota in 1891, and widely advertised , 

- could be built. Tha Focahontaa Development Company was chartered 

* #«•{ ,,, r ® 

osrtlchth. t". .. t. b, built. Thsy put 

■■•r of $5,OCO to be applied on a new courthouse was mads if 
.. • 11 the peo- 




*' r * J l ' 3 th. county aont from Huuterevill. to li. P n * 

■ru.inton. The elect- 


‘■M * 


•t :a*l e# ». th. county ...t to I I OB. At that time U . Pl < + 

* rl inton 

■*» m »bowt 100 people. 

®nietn | 

' l *“ ‘ *•»■*••• •»« ae the railroad waa canrlet.d r* 

T ' ‘ it ... incorporati>cL 

#r * «*f e Jrt, lwoo, m 4 held ite flret elation 


on May S, l90Q 


Hi.tary of K-c «h 


AJkt mm -Be— • . 





. (By.Fwty Isettc 'halites) 

( rf ill store is located in a ric T rr: 'csutr'ful v?lley, It as two 
.• r?' riles fror the nearest railroad station’ called Seebert and 'hared ir 
. ... r f • >• il; by t‘e nr i. c vd.ic 1 settled there in the wilderness in thf early 
rr- tr .1 cl far ..±&..urd :.ill, the rioseer-from . orth w »xolina v.ho 
u. w o.— I-.r i- the neighborhood 01 lobelia, Ms hci>se was ur. 

- 11. _> • —-*.r't r - ,t. Mr.o:. uirty, tne renegade, told t:.i.t the Indians c: e 
i. . tc v. ' -t’c fir .e display of tie ’e if 'r. "'ill f at they called Mr tie 

— f s : in-. ;■ ' 

/ 

1‘- ff vr s built of h erred logs, r :a tie space between rrss filled vith tree! j 1 
-• or rod, 1 r.d ti.en ’.vliiteVmdhed. It had three porcies, two tall chinneys ■ and 
e j v roc r. - ills Cr»ek y/f.s named for lir. Hill, or.d, because cf- Ms sterling vrorth, 
*'h Ms requiem ns long as its waters flow”. The creek flows through-a v 

\ » • f 

• :rr C: * hic:> increases its velocity until.it plunges over a precipice more -than 

"l •< ~ .... , i or ring a perfect spray and creating the'beautiful Fr.lls of Hills 

-reek. | '■{ 

* 1 l 'rrr"> ' 

-cys Creek, named after the first s.ettler, John Bruffey the pipneer, . 

- - soldier mder wenertl •aynt, unites in time of flood with Hills Creek 

: «:nlc Jr.., wurtii. to «;„«!• it ti„ lo,.-er of tU 

\ 

.li- -re*.. J.r:.s it. &*„ -re . c. - vS ,,.- 0 + ' _ - 

- u..e urco-ntrier ovi ver. 

1 •' - • *-rc» , l... lire: si. . -+1 •-< , • 

si ruling for tv.o 

-•-« * ,tj*» :r*c the hlee hole* v of t; * 


r:'.'c.rour rregency of Bielmrd Hill 


•f * 1 f * 


: ••= ■ -V tr. of Sort* j rl „ . 

“ :u U '-" L ^ 
I : (t 

■ • . r. 2».C. C. v;ni*-. # . : . 6 
"* : r jAXri.-od .'.tool. 


■rlsl, have t 


• 1 


r » . 



: ' ? - 


, - v . ../ cr.dvlatior.E +>■< r:r.rii: 

_ • *- p - *'<>' A S I s " ' 

4 , • v*. cr r ^ w % f • 

f f .c of Droop fountain h. beholds a r.nors- e of uosorpossed 

^JL the sun pours his effulgent rnrmth end brightness ever mountains, 

vsllo.vs sod hills as t; ey unite in proclairauf; -re -or- - * 

— re ^rice.” He also beholds historic-ground, for lt« at the foot of 
K c .., ttin so* she General-Aver ill rith 5000 non pitched their tents before the 

H'of Droop fountain nhich began on IJovember 6. 1663. 

■ misboro has always teen a religious and educational center. John Jordan 
t r:- peer f.,e, pave a building site to the Lethodist church, uhfth ua. destroyed 
I fir.. They have slice built'four ot,,.r churches in the corrunity and no,: v.-orship 
ITvery confortable. oeswdiou. building in the of nilleboro. In entrants 

I ...... journal of Aev. Francis Asbury, re find that in t, e years 1700, 1790 and 

L . ... three evcr.-elistic tours through this section of the country, o«*sg 

jj - -Yeenbrier County, erch time P.nd being entertained end jrerO in r . at the 

fee-, creel in the Little Levels, going froid there to the Drinnen hone vrhere he 
- re e.ved s~o "gladly" and entertained so*"kindly". in the Edray neighborhood,. 
tl . le^from there ta-Cloverlick, down through Tygarts Valley in'Randolph 

er.r'.v*;® o : organtovn. At the IfcBeel horr.e lively religious discussions were 

;-.i ; ' i \r. -j t v e whole community. - - . .. 

- Presbyterian Church v.-es organized in the year 1733. The early 
- * Cr rch --ere lost and-no one remembers when it was built. A substantial 
... • , teet worshiped for many years was later built south east 

•>,- cr.rcte’ry is still kept up. In 1630 the church was re- 

• . \ - \ » * - 

^vii, iu;,'.o, & uc John Jordan were elected elders, ■‘he 

\ 

. .•. ,.r ■ • . cervoa wh..t> oi. re: lroi lwkd to lo72 were ntv. v ost •. 

... ... ot • 11, fi^v. a,. -lain, i.ev. . itcitl 6. hur.ltp and Rev. 


• - - t ir s r r • 

» t*rl« T# r* t* * ‘ » «! 


- •« • -r .»v. ofnt- ry r • r-v ir . «*rt* t edi>a*ti on»l v > rk 
Villa o «r hillahoro. ‘.‘nr'ar the aup«rvia'on oi 


t 


«• a 


* • * 
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■ V . K . byi ii mud contained cue large-centr*! roos* -*• 

I " ' j * lUUwro v.us Mil la dti'cre^ce to «l»t cl ^oede^ » 

m noh.oiB* - *• “-° b “ 4 fce "“ ? the 

V W old n.ne of ailrt.ro >,« been restored to the toxx. 

■ of fooo* City’ M.I—. hr. contrived .c~ recollect^ of 

K. fron his rerarksble memory of conversations he.rd in the ho-, of r:s 

. ..... :.. Dunl.p. E. thinks the first te.oher ever in Billshoro oommunity 

. t! . n.r.e of K.ennn mho t.ught more then s. hundred years ago- **« k « c ' tr 

W. ' rti „ Tery learned man from the feet that he oculd read and vrite »d had 

f " 

■ ir . f • r.rith-etic cs for r.s the rule of three. 

r te: cher «.'»«, John S. Slain, a Presbyterian treaoher, a teacher, 

F . . e is described as a Urge, lean. stron E man, possessed of a kindly 

[ . ... „.... description is somewhat contradictory, as he is said to 

[. 1S toys the second day of school, El the third day, and five or six 

. .... : , ;Ct ^ -e:h. ^ ter tint no further trouble was experienced. ‘-nt^tHe. 

.,..r. regulation that had to oe disciplined and he used the means 
_ . le f Blftin was e. hiss i .acHcberts, sister of Archibald 

r • . e ,. : th their’, told thftt panthers would sometimes enter 

' . r < r -r tvcir •-ilVr. !'rs. VacSoterts, rhose father m Kjndolph, 

. , . ..-- ;f Pocahontas, was the next teacher. He was well educated 

* i 

, . , . , t he -Bed only under compulsion. He was a T.Tiig, and 

• . ■ ... . c crusted between a Whig and a Democrat, in which the Whig 

. • . .jkohoberts became so disgusted that he followed 

. r . r tr, completely routed the Democrat that he cede it 

,. • r = r • • - • *t. 

. . . . ror , whoa* re tie mj.ristic^ character 

- * v • a 4 ,.» * ;t to \ *> t*a-.» for era te! that aa le vet instrumental 

s • vmit i* < t -‘- **• ceu t; e t !rat te»c> er within its 


\ iro* 


i .ej * 


»ti 


‘i u-» m*1i*» 







rt-.t 4 

•rctc c.',:' r-.-5.ers of fayette c ur.ty; t5:e Baynes and c‘ ers 
.... • ‘ Johnsons, -errs, ?.n:' otj ers of - : r eer.br ier county; the 
- .-ers, and Ruohmans, of Highland county, Virginia, ana the Lewises 
P t' county, Virginia. He taught throughout the entire year o$a 

Jierr v - 

f*;. c l ei" of the more advanced pupils, notably., Lev. Vib. i • irice aa- ..ev. 

/ ' * 

was his opinion that about eijl.ty pupils were as many as one man 

pU-ale. 

Srrinhel teught in t5:e hone of Colonel ic.'eel, the first year -f the 
•••var-d was'betrothed to John Burgess, the first r.en fro- tv is community to be 
•- tie Northern soldiers in their initial raid through the country. 

Fro- the foregoing interesting data-it is easy to understand why so many noble 
ii veE W ere molded in this fine institution of learning. Ti e lives cf lir. 

....4 . tin" and family deserve special mention. They were natives of Holland, 
t - - 0 £ c CS . :e religious .persecution, braved the perils of the deep on the rude 
:r. ft :: fat day and csr.e to dwell among us when the country was in its infancy, 
he; 7 tre valuable additions to the social life of the community and through their 
devoted piety accomplished much good in th^is -land of their adoption. «r. Cornelius 

J 

-Itir.-, eldest son in the family, was a fine teacher fer many years and died re- 

frs£. ; • * ’ 

-.urnfc by all who knew him. .rr.^rne otultixg Sydenstricner, a daughter 
. i ■ ; Vc p er i.s ». missionary to Uhinu, beit*,- sent as a member of 

* { 

• -TC.C W.-rC;.. 

r; . - r f.rat -ermanerit settler in the wilderness of the Hillsbero 

• rf Frederick County, Virginia. He was of r pugilistic 

/ 

» , • . fear that,he had slain his antagonist, fled from his native 

• v.-hc followed the ^trend of trie Alleghenies. After spending 

, . i • t:: tr,.« -i nto ‘ ie section of the country and was 

* * ' x 

•, tl.Q fnrtile lario, fir.o timber and the general outlook 

*1 rt • cast hi# tent on the gentle slope between where 

, inhrr John ISclTeel reclde&oo. He oat* here ir 

• < » *.o oocujj his tout s’f, a wore heard olrcling the camp 


eloo 







Ir.e & 


•tcv. ' crir. r Ms ,-ur. r*rr ** ", until ' £ Mr pd 


'»r 


,r. : oler forming the roof. Al.er. he leck-ed in the direction 


- c l 

, • te)*eld, by the light of the camp fire, the fiery eyes of-ft panther, 

* 

r c in getting rid of the unwelcome visitor. 


. . I , 

, while out hunting for venison and fish he met Charles and oacob 
„ natives of his home land, who proved angels in disguise in bringing to 

Ker.n^son, • 

Vn the glad tidings that the man he thpught he had killed had recovered and was in 
, v?i health. Imagination fails to convey the great relief and gratitude/that -filleo 
• s heart to know he was not a murderer, of which his future life gave convincing 
evidence. He invited the Kenaisor.s to share his car* aud aided them in selecting a 


hc.'e site adjoining his tract. About ti.is time oo;^ mc.,eel must nave built ninseli 
c»-in in the rear of the nstthew John ilci.eel residence, near t vonneriul spring 


i:. that locality. These three*men soon returned to the lover valley cu Virginia. 
:t ,-r on this visit thr t he married Mrthr Davii who rrs born ir. 'Arles in It 40. 
Scr , r R -- rr - t v e ir marriage they.care to the Little Levels to make their hpre. They 
r -rt with them, a ^'.elch Bible now in the possession of Joseph S. Ilcheel, son of 
ir. ‘.'illiar Lamb I jell eel. 


j-i ; hcheel is the man who offered, free of charge, marble or granit to build 
-•rteKa. itcl. ■‘■'his stone exists in great abundance within our beautiful hills 


i 

..: : : . r rcunteins and that shelter our valley on the’Vest. It has beer. & 

13appointment to many to have such a generous offer rejected and one 
• . jtcii accepted would have filled the heart cf every citizen with a just 
civic pride. 

us t-> deeply in.; resecti wit; r sense of uod* s providential care 
■ , ■ » . , •' -It t. t ■•. Ait . ul« ''Aurci on t.>e hill set apart for 

joined %T(.t 

• . • ' 1 **r 1 , 1 ■ ■- • T. »y vtr.e spared to return home, 


t-n 


kft#r tH t 


’ 1 Frederic County, 

r - rtf.r , • - n - rv 




r 1 








cue, 


urc 


end their -raceful contour as they c 


e lovely foothills that dip their fee 


c live in this community are the Lcheels, Les.ros, ^l&riis, i.orrisous 


order TTorfere, rs -.veil as to 


ount, 



OTHER EARLY SETTLERS. 


Other early settlers in Pocahontas County were Thomas Drennin, 
William Sharp, Robert Moore, John Johnson, Thomas Johnson, Robert Gay, 
William Poage, Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffle, Thomas Brock, Lawrence 
Drennin and John Smith, who settled In what Is now Edray District. 


Janes Lewis, Alexander Waddell, James Brinnell, John Switzer, 
Richard Kill, William Clendenen, Abraham McNeel, Nathaniel Kenriison, 
w111Ion Kennlson, David-Kennlson, Joslah Beard, Thomas Beard and John 
Beard, who settled lh what is now Little Levels District. 


In Greenbank District the earliest settlements were made Just 
prior to the Revolutionary War and the family name of some of the 
settlers who owned lar*d in the Grec-nbank District between the years 
1770 and 1799, were Gilllspie, Given, McKeamys, Tallman, Townsend, 

Moore, Rucker, Hartman, Ingram, Jarvis, Warwick, Duncan, Sloan, McCartee 
Cart mill, Taylor, Conrad, Kerney, Coberly, Nottingham, Rumbaugh, Covelaugh 
Lur.son, Griffin, Wooddel^, Lamb, Trimble, Kerr, Patton, Galligher Galford 
Higgins, .Kincaid, JDonovan, Mackley f Armstrong, -Dysard, Taber, Tackett 
Suwton ana others not mentioned in hhe records. Many of these names have 

, Cl ? llen8lllp 0f tlle oount y' ^ere remains the 
iallmane, ..arwlcks, Taylors, Conrads, Nottlngharas, Wooddells Kerrs 
.axforcs, ana Suttons, substantial citizens Sf the county. ’ 

pie6e pioneers, regardless of where they settled had to n, ro * 
ve f>* simple and rough way. Their houses were built with 11 . n a 

i---- notched down, covered with clap boards held on byWeitht doLr^ 
nails were ueea in putting on the roof as all nails at th«P + ’ no 

mace in blacksmith shops east of the AllLhenlas tl - e Were 

rere not Obtainable west of the^ou^tains The 5?“^ S ° Sreat 
of puncheons; that is logs split in slabs - Th floore were made 

Frequently big slabs wert us'ed for tables and ? Sraoothe w ^h an adz. 

cr.&ire and peffs in the Walls for wardrobe* V—?® lesseQ stools for 
r.^porthoUs for the purpose of were full 

pc»>eM«a a f n ° P rmde rlfle . which v/ae confidS^ ianS - Ever y hoae 

ar tlcle about the home. . neiaered the most valuable and 
rrl.- .y-c hunting shirt?" Onl^th^slmn? f ? r Cap> raoccas ins, pants and a 

sirs 

_* .J.' people aw. 










Sreenbank District probably took the lead in industrial advance¬ 
ment . Tfc«. first Tub Mill and Sav; Mill in the Greenbank Community was owned 
operated by the pioneer Wooddells; probably Joseph tooddell, the Rev¬ 
olutionary War veteran, who settled on the lands of Abraham Ingram and 
Thomas Cartmill. Cartnill conveyed his land to Abraham Ingram on June 13th 
1796. and Ingram conveyed to Woodaell about 1800. Ingram may have developed 
the water power for this mill. The lumber that finished the old Colonial 
mansion house of Jacob Warwick's at Clover'Lick was sawed on this mill 
and was furnished by Mr. Woodaell about 120 years ago. A Tilt Hammer was 
installed at this mill which was greatly needed by the pioneers in making 



If C County Govcmaent.3*ruel C.Smith.Pocahontas Co.,? s-. 

Hurries r.nd other prod-ictB .that are eola not counting inheritance tax 

.. • * 

r-.-.d others which help to ny-ke up the revenue with which to operate 
both local county and state end federal government. 

Inf or mat ion. Court Records. lfe.rlinton.Vf.Va. 
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UU xv/ • 


/ + c e mu< 

r 0OUnty 0O ’ , ”’“; ne of the count. Count - »9 th. ordered 

At the June mectmfc 

. _ d Q coree ^iston,James KeUieon and Jeasey Oochran to act 
joBiah Beard, George £UI 

, u. _ ite for a road from the old Beard mill on 

commission to view t site! or a 


ss a 


tocuet Creek to Spice ft, with intereeotion with the road lending up 
little Creek and thenoe to the Greenbrier. County Unr .It was at thia 
same meeting of the oourt that the oounty levy was layed amounting to 
$ 2 , 772.80 and of this amount was to go to meet the needs of 


th e poor. 


No 


doubt the first Notary Public to serve Pocahontas County was 


none other than T.'illiam Skeen as he v/as commissioned by the Governor of 
Virginia January.I.IS60 to serve as a notary for Eath ,Allegh eny and Poc¬ 
ahontas Counties and from that time td the present we have had men comm- 
luBloned as Notarys for the County and state.lt was at this same time th- 
1 Hlax Curry v/as commissioned a title as special commissioner to settle 
r . { a::-nt all accounts that came before the court.At the May term of 
... it u *' M advisable to take a poll of the county to see rhp- 
•.Lrr or u '>t the court should buy a farm to be used in caring for the poor, 

V ' B * J h« iast of Iffcy. I860.William Skeen was cho6 en as 

s* .crr.ey .o. the Oottaonw•» 1th of thlo oounty for a term of 4 years starting 
July UcSetl 


* ,h " elected 8hcriff of the oounty for a two year 
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I County Government 

E. an. »moa Barlow aa Ms dejaiti «. James r . fco rc -a elected co^aai- 

of the revenue of Pocahontaa County for a tern, of two yeare atartlng 


oner 


Ftbuary I.IS6I. 


The county levy of K60 waa $ 2.4S5.6I to be collect ed from 1152 
tlthaoles and the following July term the court layed the levy for IS6l 

T.hich amounted to $ 2>45S.53 from 11^-3 tithables. 

It was on March Io6l that a committ e composing of John McN eel, John 
-. ^rv-yin and T.'m.C Kinnison were appointed to view a way for a road from 
the ?heobe McNeill mill on Swago Creek up the mountain to David Burgesses 
by way of Spruce Flats theice to Beaver Dam on Williams River and today 
this old road is visible hut not in use,this road was on what is known as 
young Mountain but was replaced in later years by a road up near Camp 
Secret Hollow and on to Williams River. 


At tr. c Ftbruary term IS62 the Justices of the county were summoned 
^ the court to appear before that body pertaining to the matter of* gett- 
lag «lt from the aalt work a local ed In Smyth County Virginia, known ae the 
...cart Buchan Co^any.AUm O.Bumer waa ohoaen to act aa agent for the 

Q ° a> ‘ '' JU,l ' y coul4 onl y Ert her quota which v.ae diatributed equal- 

iy ujooe Inhabitants of Sfn .i 

Pucahontan Oount y. 9ho rt ly after this we obtai¬ 
ned m It fro» The -aahlnirton a.i. 

1 all thlo salt r.na put out by the 


■ si. „„„ _ 





LU 
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their toll-.So all the aalt used on the western wat era oeune from ol- 
\ Virginia, having to he brought great distances oft en by pack horse and In 
latex years by wagons that made trips to the Eastern side for supplies twice 
yearly in the Bpring and in the Fall,this made salt very hi B h but was very 
easential to the Inhabitants of what is now Pocahontas County as there was 
no laws on game of any kind and their principal meat supply came from the 
Deer, Bear, Wild Hogs,Turkeys and other wild game that roamed this vast wild- 
r .«36 during the first half of the IS th century,this meat had to be preser- 


ern 


vedby salt,besides what v;as used in salting the domestic animals of the 
Pioneers of this county.So it is plain to be seen that the County Court at 
t .at time had a very difficult task administering these allot ed products,and 
rae about this time that an agent was chosen by the court to obtain medic¬ 
ine . rom old . lrginia for the inhabitants of the what is now Pocahontas Coun¬ 
ty,ae ml r.uppllee had to be passed on by the Governor of Virginia,that is the 

tl i *» r '«' slctnr nnd otheT Goods that had to b e processed in different parts of 
V.r, : .la and cent out to her many localities within her borders. 

v/f.c fl0 Httlf t 0C ]c for three gentlemen to adninister to such a 
territory » Pocahontao ranlca third in area of square miles with 9 4fi.6l 

«< Ortfnbrier.pooahontae b.v ln£ 4 .gf*- 
,.1 MM. wm JO voting prwinota, i. i» th . , Bd . Consrre , lonBl 





*4 


ecu** 6 ? 


JC7CS3B:t. 3. S. 3. Pocahontas ::u=tT.?*«e * *• 


* t 3e.= *:::a- IX ' - - «=4 1* **• ” J.ilcU I Circuit s» of 


gerving till# ^ t«<«T «*• as «**7 tot «t tltt t\m* wh® thetr I 


■ode of travel m either oo foot or ae horoabaefc «t4 tt«a« b *4 


tiiofclc et ti. * Co-mty Seat which was 


Ue froa #11 port* of the 


county to elr'Me* r r justice Vj * *. * traits*** fro* *U *«vt lens. And bo 


It eaid that w« people e: f • • * r • * o » **# **« ►, to thews 


men that g*v * tneir services la oner *nst ■ ♦ b*o 


frnmirit,* prosper-;- • oounty sr.d s 


♦ f t)of. 


!• •*!«* to Uee.»m lows 


enacted kiy these . '■runty 


»*•«-'«* •« ri|Hi u, . 


Lood county go* ir.ita * . 


°~ rt 9 '‘- # 5 •i 
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Coun*y uU ' 


. thiB la particularly true in Pocahontas as at the time of tie 
n ev 7 county in IS2I the taxes collated by Virginia of 


formation cu a 

C hich we were a part were a mere trifle but the population in this sec¬ 
tion at that‘time received very little consideration in any way,but af¬ 
ter Pocahontas was formed and our county government was in the midst of 
its* people right away we began to grow more taxes were collected from 
year to year, which was spent wisely on necessary improvements and today 


Pocahontas County the third largest county in the state in area has adv¬ 


anced greatly by developing her resources cleared our level fertile sect¬ 


ions that today produce our vast numbers of livestock and grain that in 


turn make up our property for taxation that the county is operated on. 


Pocahontas County has a very effecient county government 
for her people by* her people and for her people. 

Information. County Records.L&rlinton.'.7.Va. 

Jay Buck ley. Buck eye.7,’. Va. 

-Va.Blue Books 39—40. 



mm 






Writers' Project 


West Virginia 
research identification deport 


Date TT/I/4I --- 

Date Research Taken f O /?~{ . P3 . 29,30Z!iI- 

Dato Typed Il/lAl --- 

Date Filed _- 


Subject [i n -T,ty --- 

Research Worker Samuf 1 gt S&1S&- 

Typist -“ 


Sour co Courr 


# 5 Liar lint on 













/ 


*,,t Virginia mltw. ■ Jgjggt 


+ 3tl - !U cl 0.3ndth .H i Usooro 

ir.ty « 


.v;.Vb .Pocahontas Co. # 2 


rt f our county roed 6 

re or pay °« «' £s£ bonds ' mo11 


have been bu- 


. 5 a means 


-.lit our s' 


Rlt by issuing bonds . 

UcCn6 e tev e lifted* great ~ f rom th. county 

fB ^esns of raising revenue to Ouildand eeintain our dees (A) roads 
llE our secondary or class (B, roads ,«• kept up >y county taxes until 
I3?8 rt en the state took over all roads in the state,all .nachinery and 
equipment that eras ounedhy hy the counties throughout the state.Fooahon- 
taa County has approximately 1,5 00 passenger oars,35 0 trucks end 10 motor- 
cycles that travel the roads throughout the county that they themselves 
„c-,. to Guild and maintain by gasoline tax and license. 

Until about 1933 and 34 many sections of the county «ere without 
ji .Blr.ce that time the V.'.P.A and the C.C.C have built roads until 
( *. ' .« ...fct.it t i:. c there ere very few sections in the entire county v.ith- 
--*• ■ • ; - to . . /.et road and roads have been built by the C.C.° into the 
• °* a • t -tlono where wild life is plentiful and plenty of room 
; .j •**«•"* 1 '•*. in on v ay'of $hcot roads that we find cur strt-e 


' '** ' e '• * '• iron * lc! - bo prevalent in Pocahontas, ith the co 


raing 


" t4t * '’ l • utotobile old doobln the horse be^on to decline 


lrt «Ui to<*y hors 


c « *.fid hore< drawn vchi.jjlte are seldom sem on 


^entral county road fund 







y oovemnat. Sanael O.S«lt6.Hlll«boro^.Vk. Focahontac Co.# 3- 
l 0 t gigtriot Road fund and in this ray if a certain district vrant- 
<i -o -uild some extra road over and above their allotment from both 
the c , era l county fund and what they might have available in their 
strict road fund,they could issue bonds to be retired by extra tax¬ 
ation on this particular district. (( Report next week will deal with 

the bond issues of Pocahontas County from time to time.))))))))))))))) 

In 1926 when A.C Barlow was elected to the County court rep¬ 
lacing I.K i.illiams the court had three Democratic members which is 
thought by many citizens in the county to be unsafe as it is thought 
that the minority party should have representation on the court who in 
tiro represent the population of the county.In 1923 William M.Buck ley 
'* Buckeye ran for state senator carried the county by a good majority 
- * *ei led to carry the other counties in this senatorial district.In 
*.hi« ct"t year C-.George F.Hull of Darbin was elected to the House of 
* <a,In 15,?e Nottingham vras elected Assessor with J.R Gum, 
'* 111 * on “I “«■ Ann. Lee Irvine .a his deputies. S. Reid fcoie naa 
• Uet.l fc.rlff on the Republican tlOkM t;lth R.o Crorley.R.n Srufiey 
“ 4 Ew * ,<l EcEfc « Ui deputies. 


i«\ 


■”* s >“*«4-r.. .lcoted Uherllf on the Republican tic- 

' that :.:oore had had.Thi late A.P 


ld..ar tea tl< 





iitfiJila »*<“■' , 

. iy ^rn«cnt.8. 6 .8.J°c^ B County. !*.« V. 

r Attorn o'* ov tv hie BQniblican opponent A.t Cooper end 

L}ror.BvUtin c * 

f . nlcrh Serth I’ottinihnm „« elected over Me Republican opp- 
«... .0 Ad’eleoo *ho portion for I* years prior to »» 

me . w4 too*. Zlncade v,as successful for County Cler, over X-C Smith 
». RepuClicsn csndidate.R.H Hotting ras elected Assessor over Xdd 
.H.y yrovm vas elected County Surveyor over John T.Kelson.with 
0 .* Sharp rein, elected over A.C W er for County Court member for *d- 
wy istrict,And to the House of Deletes the late F.E Hill .as elected 
ever 3.J Rcxrode.ln 1934 the citizens of the county voted on an a»en«»u 
•r.‘ that that had had much criticism and comment up until that time the 
ratification of the Prohibition amendment eitcr much talk pro and con 


. c election nas held and when thf votes vrere counted it r;e..s found that 


* { vote ctoodfor ratification J9S8 and again at ratification c9 J 5 • 

In I3;-' ".IT rotting ham was elected Sheriff over .’alter Shr.f- 
t- - t *. .1'c.r •. ■j . o:. C: t by i vote of 3902 to 3 2g6,rottinghc.m chose pe 
:r. Jc- ill non ro Office Deputy ,F rtn>- 'iclau 0 h Hn , Ra Iph IToore 

• * * - Xir.-y in Jr.i lor .JTor irorrcutin L i ttorncy Richard 

1 • • 1 J- i al Co&ptr(Rcp1 . or Aoecppor H.” ’tr.r d )37i7 

'' ' * > •' r< « : ylc, at to J me Ncl 3»‘ce( aem- '••II?, 8. J 

’ .M j. .. i;i, .. |fc*«fe*U ... .. ft] 


V « YQ 


. r 


-* ..’v 7 .: n / r Adfcioon R«. •; 




c't.£.S.ocahontas bounty• x-fc-t 

, -«-£< 7 = e-ith ir V.XB elected to the County Court 

t election of *3.2 s.-ixa j 

J ahl8 H£publi c,n opponent ’ey a. vote of 2 3 2 S to SHO.June KcLlr.ee nan 
-he House Of Delegates from Focahontas over Ms Republican 

c-dected to - ne uuu 

L 0 He Out eh eon 2SI3 to plffiS.Moody Eincade «aa elected County 

byponent • 

Jl£rk ov er Uerxitt Eellison by a vote of 3426 to I77I.Hic.ard McPecl of 
Lnpoint having been appointed by the court to fill out the unexpired 

-,erth Nottingham resigned Clerk of The Circuit Court failed to run 
■or the next term but Grady K.hoore v.-as elected over D.C Adhieon by a vote 


te rn of 


oi 25S0 to 233 °- 

A'oout 191C to 15 alter all the virgin timoer had "been cut on our 
- :E st timbered areas numerous forest fires broke out burning over thousands 
f-ree of this cut over land far back in the mountains the smoke being so 
.ease it v&e crowded in by lor humidity to our tov;ns and villages until it 
u.i£« ± visibility to be very poor and for many miles an ay the aroma of bur- 
• r -_ ~ tr ■ cb ■ L.p rrzy stif ling,these fires had to be put out at the expense 
*.;.c county so about this time thousands of dollars rere oaid out by our 
•.-.v/ court to men of the county for fi L hting fire,this v.-as all done by 

* * ‘ * C B ’' ,n0 ’ cnt ,J ,out over the county warning men out to fight fires 

,: ‘ r *' ' :r ,! ' a P e rvlsion hr that of their assistants. 

«. County Court Records from 1938 to 40 harlinton. 1 ...Va. 

.Vn.itXuc Books from 1935 to 39 . 
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£l 0 OBl th.KilXB^rc.vr.Va.Poc 6 . b o n ta 6 Co.# I- 

op’iiiCi' 

-- 

Au^ay Lountains tool: up W tracts of W, 6 -?* 1 * 

hL,„„ .. —- — — “ - — — 


tss County.Tbeir tares were very 


little but at that time money in any 


,ettiers and large land °™ers was 


saount was hard to raise.One of these s 
,-dhn E.Huchleys grandfather who had 17,000 acres of land between Clin¬ 
ton and Violet laying on both sides of the oreenbrier tahing in the Bu- 
evicy KountelnB for which this chain of mountains was named,on this ^.rge 
tract the late John Buchley the pioneer paid O .75 on this entire tract 
:or one year, the tax es were payable at Staunton T . irgmia, thus this long 
\rL- r to pay their taxes so you can easily see why a new county wa.s icrmed 
—.1 our county government brought closer home to the inhabitants of the 
por-.ion of the Grembrier Valey.Back about that time some of the 
. r . .‘.Bcr.B a ntd ;,^0 acres near Violet and the owner said he would have 

* • * bis land because he could not pay the taxes .which re¬ 

st or .*7 0-75 - or tr.c entire tract,all of which was paid at Staunton Vir- 
* : ' t,V r W<T ,- ' i; itHr * t0 end the trip to Staunton was long and tir- 
**'■ '* mt> 1 • ' r * 1,1 10 the formation of Pocahontao County in I£2I 

e ° W UB vtf y ^ttle if any benefits from the taxes they 

; !• is by wjy of nn ». _< ... # 

■v •• • o. our taxes of today,but we Jo get pro— 

•1. - *•,. ret find Hl-ti ■ < .. 

■- -V • ' ■' *j - . t e . iy ft that 


-r . 
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r.tv 3 ov t rnircnt. Ssrau 1 

|k, end it is vc ry doubtful if this section would have synced as 
it has,if it had not forced a separate county functioning within its' 


self. 

Pocahontas is and has long classed as an advanced education¬ 
al county having had one of the first High Schools as it would be ter¬ 
med today the Old Academy at Hillsboro and one at Sreenbant serving the 
people of both the upper and lower end of the county until today Poca¬ 
hontas County has 3 accredited Hijjh Schools with 22> t each ers,th ese High 
Schools ere The Little Levels District High looted at Hillsboro, Edray 
District High at Larlinton and Greenbank High School at Greenback,besides 
-r -0 elementary schools of these II are Graded Schools with more than 
•. t and iJixthiExgxsaji we find 6 colored o‘r Negro schools scattered 
t -'-ut over tne county where our colored population is the greatest.These 
r-r.oolr. <tploy 13 C teachers £S employed by the High Schools while the 
: c i *. zt 105 ere employed for our elementary schools,this is less 

r.d 1 cm teachers than was used in the county up until about I?33 
. e Defoliation Tr ftc atarte d ,*o we had around 50 schools u P until that 


tldtftlwt ^loyeo about 160 teaohera. 


vr -til .tout 1,3, lt too* .bout Of the taxt . oolleotcd in 
cUiis toui*ty to 


OU, eohooi. .nd ,„ y our t«oh 


<*re as the state 


i 
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| ras very »P ™ ul that tlrce but sinc£ tb£t '*** 

contributed greatly in our school system and revinue as in 1939 the 

state contributed 0 175,511-00 and in 19*0 the state sent to this Co¬ 
unty 5 161,810.00 and the following is the amount spent by Pocahontas 
County in that year crent taxes collected S fe.6l*.00 state aid S l6l. 
SI0.00 other receipts 5 11,585.00 total receipts all funds $ P 3 6 , 009.00 
spent in Pocahontas County for school purposes all this money was raised 
by taxation of some sort either by our county levy or by taxes collected 
by the state in Pocahontas County and returned to the county in the form 
cf State Aid to our school system,the state aid is determined by the am¬ 
ount of taxes that the state collects within our borders mostly by the 
Consumers Sales tax but others are collected also and a percent returned 
to the county. 

.nder our old tax system our County Court could raise what ever 
b count that their estin&te called for but after the passage of the tax 
limitation Amendment they were not able to do this so other sources cf 

revenue had to be established to meet this shortage of money so if it ,-as 

not lor our state aid re nmii* ^ 

shorter terms of school and our entire 

tdioational eyotete curtailed. 

-a- collected ohowa the 'growth and wealth of any county or 
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t ra i Is cut 


a. r - pe first settled v-ere mere 
vchen the county wee xxxou 
Th e county roadh when 

, • i -p-mess hy the Indians,when the first 

out Of our vast wilderness cy 

ettlere came fxom beyond the all^henya they began to cut out 

that fo-lloved became our main 


whit e s 

these Indian trails that in the years 

of note were the Staunton and Parkersburg 


highways,but the two roads 
Turnpike coming from across the Allegheny Mountains and The Marlins 
Bottom Lmisburg Turnpike,these two roads led to supply lines, and 
Railroad centers outside our borders,and the revenue of the county we¬ 
nt to keep up these two roads as they were the main ones used to get 
supplies in from Staunton, Mi llboro on the last and to the Greenbrier and 
greater Kanawah Valleys on the South.These roads were plain dirt roads 
which became almost impassible in the fall and winter months,a greater 
part of these main roads were kept up for years from toll c&llected at 
various toll gates along these main highways,but these were gradually 
done away with end taxation kept them in repair .Along about 19 00 the 
:iret necadam roads were built taking the place of the dirt roads that 
were so numerous throughout the county.The coming of the hard roads meant 
iocr«aa d taxation and winy tiroes a certain district within the county 
Ottl* c in order to raise nr, arrount sufficient to complete lead- 


in*. hight.ayt l n this 


particular district .this tncant higher rete of taxes 




